
U.S. Government 

Socratic Seminar: Recreational Marijuana 

 

The ability for citizens to propose and pass state statutes and amendments through the 

initiative process has led to a number of states legalizing the use of recreational 

marijuana for people older than 21.  The federal government laws against marijuana 

possession are still in place and Federal law enforcement can still arrest anyone for 

possession.  Policies on enforcing the federal law have changed since the Obama 

administration left office and the Trump administration entered office.  Your question for 

seminar this week is:  

 

Which level of government should be able to make and enforce laws governing 

marijuana possession, the Federal Government or the states?  (NOTE: the question is 

NOT whether or not marijuana should be legal) 
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