


Map of Ellis Island 



Map of Angel Island 



Immigration/Urbanization Issues (late 

1800s/early 1900s) 

• Industry needs cheap labor 

• Immigrants want better life 

• East Coast 

• More immigrants from Southern and 

Eastern Europe 

• Enticed by industrialization 

• West Coast 

• More immigrants from China 

• Enticed by work on railroads and 

 mining 

 



Anti-Immigrant Legislation 

Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)  

– Banned entry to all Chinese except students, 

teachers, merchants, tourists, and 

government officials 

– Originally set for 10 yrs, but act continued to 

be extended 

– Law was in effect until 1943 



Anti-Immigrant Legislation Cont... 

Gentlemen’s Agreement (1907 – 1908) 

– In 1906, local board of education in San 

Francisco segregated Japanese children by 

placing them in separate schools 

– Japan protested 

– Roosevelt worked out deal with Japan’s govt 

Japan agreed to limit emigration of unskilled 

workers to the U.S. in exchange for the repeal of 

the San Francisco segregation order 



Immigration/Urbanization Issues 

(late 1800s/early 1900s) 

• Industry needs cheap labor 

• Immigrants want better life 

• East Coast 

• More immigrants from Southern 

and Eastern Europe 

• Enticed by industrialization 

• West Coast 

• More immigrants from China 

• Enticed by work on railroads and 

 mining 

 







Urbanization Issues - Housing 

Types of Housing 

– Row Houses 

– (dumbbell) Tenements 

Affordable housing very poor 

– Deteriorating 

– Dangerous 

– Overcrowding 

– No water/indoor plumbing 

– Very little air or light 



Urbanization - Transportation 

Mass transit systems were starting to 

move large no. of people along fixed 

routes 

 

Cities struggled to repair old systems and 

to build new ones to meet demand of 

expanding population 



Urbanization - Water 

In the late 1800s, few had indoor plumbing 

& water was collected in pails from faucets 

on the street and heat it for bathing 

Needed to improve water quality b/c of 

cholera and typhoid fever 

Access to safe water (even after the 

introduction of filtration and chlorination at 

turn of century) was limited 



Urbanization - Sanitation 

Horse manure piled up on streets 

 

Sewage flowed through open gutters 

 

Factory smoke filled the air 

 

Garbage was dumped in the streets (no 
formal trash collection) 



Urbanization - Crime 

Political Corruption 

 

Gangs - nativism, violence 

 

Theft 

 

Drunkeness 

 

No or few police 



Urbanization - Fire 

Building materials were flammable 

No fire departments or 
understaffed/underequipped 

No easy access to water 

Overcrowding 

Fires occurred in every major city (2 major 
examples): 
– Chicago (1871): 24 hours, 300 ppl died, 100,000 

homeless, 3 sq mi destroyed, $200 mil in damages, 
17,500 buildings destroyed 

– San Francisco (1906): 4 days, 1,000 ppl died, 
200,000 left homeless, 5 sq mi destroyed, $500 mil in 
damages, 28,000 buildings destroyed 



Reform 

Social Gospel Movement – preached 

salvation through service to the poor 

 

Settlement houses – community centers in 

slum neighborhoods that provided 

assistance to people in the area, 

especially immigrants (Jane Addams 

founded Chicago’s Hull House in 1889) 



Political Machine 

Organized group that controlled the activities 

of a political party in a city and offered  

services to voters and businesses in  

exchange for political or financial support. 

Ward Boss 

Local Precinct Workers 

And Captains 

City Boss 



Political Machine continued 

Precinct Workers – Worked to gain voters’ support 
on a city block or in a neighborhood and reported 
to the ward boss. 

Ward Boss – Helped the poor and gained votes by 
doing favors or providing services.  In return for 
votes they would provide city jobs, contracts or 
appointments. 

City Boss – Controlled thousands of municipal 
jobs, including police, fire and sanitation 
departments.  Controlled business licenses and 
inspections.  Had a lot of influence over courts and 
other municipal agencies.   



William Marcy Tweed 

 



Vs. Thomas Nast 

 



Spoils System 

A system in which government positions 

were granted to political supporters or  

friends rather than on merit. 



Controversy over Spoils System 

(Patronage) 

Stalwarts – opposed changes in the spoils 

system 

Reformers 

James Garfield (Republican Pres) elected 

in 1880 had ties to reformers & his V.P., 

Chester Arthur had ties to stalwart 

Garfield assassinated at train station by 

Charles Guiteau (a Stalwart) 

 



Reform in Office 

Pendleton Service Act – Passed  by Chester Arthur  

Act pushed a merit system based on candidates’ 
performance on an examination for civil service 

(govt. administration) jobs 

By 1901 40% of all federal jobs were civil service 

Public administration became more honest and 

efficient, however b/c officials could no longer 

pressure employees for campaign contributions 

politicians had to look elsewhere for donations (big 

business0  


