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 The Constitution creates a bicameral 

legislature for three reasons: 

Two Houses of Congress 

• Historical:  

• The British Parliament  

• many colonial assemblies  

 

• Practical: Great (Connecticut) compromise (Virginia 

and New Jersey plans) 

 

• Theoretical: mutual check on power 

Chapter 10, Section 1 2 3 4 
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Sessions of Congress 

Chapter 10, Section 1 

A session is the regular period of time 

during which Congress conducts business. 

2 3 4 

• Congress adjourns, or suspends until the next session, 

each regular session as it sees fit. 

• Only the President may call Congress into a special 

session—a meeting to deal with some emergency 

situation. 
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Comparative Government: Legislative Bodies 

Chapter 10, Section 1 2 3 4 
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Think about… 

• What interests should a representative represent? 

• What should a legislator do if the constituents' 

views clash with the representative's? 

• Should legislators do what is best for their 

constituents or what is best for the nation? 

• How would this question be decided on a partisan 

basis?  On a politico basis? 


